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Grassroots Advocacy Partnership 

The 2012 Legislative Session is fast approaching.   Beginning January 

16th state legislators will convene  at the Capitol to  discuss and de-

bate budgets and state policy.   This is a critical time to get involved 

and communicate with legislators about issues that we as a commu-

nity have concerns about. Grassroots Advocacy partnership, Tri-

County, Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities and other or-

ganizations  are resolved to join efforts to make a presence and edu-

cate legislators about our needs and concerns.   

The mission and purpose of the GAP organization is to “provide edu-

cation to the disability community and allows individuals with disabili-

ties and their families to proactively advocate for the policies and ser-

vices needed though the interaction and engagement in the making 

of public policy”.  

Everyone has busy lives but the work we do to communicate and 

build relationships with legislators makes a difference.   We need to 

advocate to get a seat at the table.  Nothing about us without us. We 

need to be proactive in voicing our needs and where we want 

changes.  We have a responsibility to advocate for ourselves as well 

as those who are unable to voice their needs.  Please do your part in 

making an effort.  Stay informed. Write a letter.  Make a phone call.  

This is how we make change.  

Participating in GAP is a great way to stay informed and be involved.  

Contact Kelie to sign up to be on the mailing or phone list for GAP an-

nouncements including action alerts, meeting times and visits to the 

Capitol.  Kelie Babcock 801 317-2857. 

 The next GAP meeting is November 17th, 2:00 at Tri-County. 

 

 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE: We want to encourage everyone to take advantage of the Public TRANSIT, this promotes         

independence. EQUALLY IMPORTANT: Please remember to R.S.V.P. for all activities. It helps us plan for these activities. 

 For information call: 801 612-3215 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 

ELECTIONS  Don’t forget to go VOTE!  Tuesday, 8th all day 

CONCERT AT W.S.U. Tuesday, 8th 7:30 p.m. 

VETERANS DAY  Friday 11th Tri-County will be closed. 

BOWLING at WSU Thursday, 17th 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

GAP MEETING  Thursday, 17th 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

ART CLASS           Tuesday, 29th 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

WHEELCHAIR CLINIC Wednesday, 30th 12:30-2:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 

ART CLASS     Tuesday, 6th 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

HOLIDAY LUNCH    Thursday, 8th,  11:00-2:00  

ART CLASS      Tuesday, 13th 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

ART CLASS      Tuesday, 20th 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

TRI-COUNTY’S OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 26TH-JANUARY 2nd FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS, BUT WE WILL BE CHECKING OUR EMAILS AND VOICEMAIL SHOULD 

YOU NEED ASSISTANCE. 

JANUARY 

ART CLASS  Tuesday, 10th, 17th, 24, 31th  2:00-4:00 p.m. 

The Legislative Session starts on the 23rd.  Throughout the Session we will be making sev-

eral trips to the Capitol for Committee meetings.  These times will be announced as sched-

uled.   Please call Kelie if you have an interest in attending or to receive more information.  

*We will be adding additional activities to our calendar, so please visit our website 

www.tricountyilc.org for more information. 
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GRAHAM COURT 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR PEOPLE  
WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES 

230 32nd Street 

Ogden, UT 84401 

801-675-5656 

Relay Service #7-1-1 

grahamcourt@danvilledevelopment.com 

www.danvilledevelopment.com 

 

Contact Nancy today  

for an application or 

 additional information 

Now Accepting Applications 

 

Graham Court does not discriminate on 

the basis of disability status in the        

admission or access to, or treatment     

or  employment in its federally assisted  

programs & activities. 

FREE UTILITIES 

bƻǿ IƛǊƛƴƎ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ǝƳŜ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦ  IƻǳǊǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ǊŀǘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ
ŜƴŎŜΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōƛƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ  {ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎ ŀƳ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ /ƘŜŎƪΦ   

tƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ [ƻŀƴ .ŀƴƪ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ bǳǊǎπ
ƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ±ŀƴ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴκ[ƛŦŜ {ƪƛƭƭǎ /ƻπ
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ   

{ǳōƳƛǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ¢Ǌƛ-/ƻǳƴǘȅ L[/Σ нтнс ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ƭǾŘΦ hƎŘŜƴ упплмΣ улм-смн-
отон όŦŀȄύ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀƴŘȅŎǳǊǊȅƛƭŎΦƻǊƎΣ !ǧƴΥ !ƴŘȅ /ǳǊǊȅΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 

ǿǿǿΦǘǊƛŎƻǳƴǘȅƛƭŎΦƻǊƎ  
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 Manage health problems 

 Get in better physical condition 

 Create better relationships with people 

 Set goals and have support and 

encouragement in achieving them 

 Become an Advocate for yourself  and 

for systems change. 

Living Well 
7ÉÔÈ Á $ÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ 

#ÌÁÓÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣΪÔÈ ͽ ΣȡΡΡ  
#ÌÁÓÓ ÇÏÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÅÉÇÈÔ ×ÅÅËÓȢ 

 If interested call Kelie to sign up: 612-3215 .  $5 book fee for first time 

students only.  Scholarships available. 

Grassroots Advocacy Partnership 

At the GAP meeting that was held in 

September, Representative Ryan 

Wilcox was in attendance.  Kris Faw-

son from the LCPD/USILC was able 

to present him with an award to rec-

ognize his efforts in disability related 

issues during the 2011 Legislative Ses-

sion.  Representative Wilcox has al-

ways  been supportive of people 

with disabilities and a great friend to 

Tri-County.  We thank him for his 

continued support and friendship. 
GAP members with Representative Wilcox at Tri-County 
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Donõt Panic, this is only a Test!   

 

There will be a test taking place November 9th at 2 p.m.  Your television will make a 

loud alarm sound.  Please do not panic or be alarmed!  This test is being conducted 

by the Emergency Alert System.  You may have seen similar tests on your T.V. before, 

but this test may be a little bit different.  This notification is used to send out infor-

mation of a national or local emergency alert but on November 9th it will only be a 

test. We just wanted to make you aware and to remind you that it is only a test.  

Over the summer Tri-County put on two events in which friends and agency partners of Tri-

County gathered to celebrate independence and enjoy friendships and the summer season. 

Annual Campout and BBQ  

The Tri-County Campout took place in August over the weekend of the 

19th-21st at Perception Park.  There was a BBQ the first evening and the 

entire weekend was filled with fishing, campfires, games, hand cycling and 

the opportunity for people to enjoy the outdoors and visit with good 

friends. 

Celebration of Independence  

The Celebration of Independence was held again at Fort Buenaventura 

on September 17th.  This was an opportunity for people to mingle with 

staff as well as many of the vendors and agency partners that work with 

Tri-County.  There was really good food and many activities to partici-

pate in including wheelchair basketball, hand cycles, face painting, raffles, 

bingo and canoeing.   

 

Both of these events were well attended and considered a success!  Both these events will be 

held again next year so watch for details in coming newsletters and mark your calendar so you 

can join in the fun! 

 

Events of the Summer 
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,ÁÓÔ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 4ÒÉ-#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ !ÒÔ 

!ÃÃÅÓÓȾ6!3 !ÒÔÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÏÆ Á ÃÌÁÓÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ 4ÒÉ-#ÏÕÎÔÙ 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÎȤ

ÃÉÐÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÁÒȤ

ÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ 

ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÁÒÔȢ 

#ÌÁÓÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ./6%-"%2 ΨίÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ΨȡΦΦ 

ÁÔ 4ÒÉ-#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÅÁÃÈ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÆÏÒ ΧΦ ×ÅÅËÓȢ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ +ÅÌÉÅ ÁÔ ήΦΧ ΩΧέ-ΨήΫά 

ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȢ  &ÉÒÓÔ ÃÏÍÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÓÅÒÖÅȟ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄȢ 

The Art Experience II 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  ANDY CURRY 
Recently Executive Director Andy 

Curry was presented with an award 

from Utah Statewide Independent 

Living Council (USILC).  The award 

was given to recognize his advocacy 

efforts for people with disabilities 

on both a state and federal level.  

There is much to do behind the 

scenes to create change in the lives 

of people with disabilities for the 

better.  Andy has always played a big 

part in this.  We would like to thank  

him for his efforts and congratulate 

him on his award. 

Andy Curry with the Tri-County Board of Directors 
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¢ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ  

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-/ƻǳƴǘȅ  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ ммΥлл-

¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻƻŘΦ  ¢Ǌƛ-

/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

Remember to RSVP so we know how many to plan for  801 612-3215. 
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Phone: 801-392-1010 

 

Phone: 801-771-3939 

Phone: 801 -458 -0288  

www.aamcomedical.com  

Tri-County really wants to express our appreciation for vendors 

who helped sponsor our events!  Thanks to your sponsorship and 

support they were a great success!  

Grassroots Advocacy Partnership with People First 

Vocational Rehabilitation Benefits Planning 

Common Ground Outdoor Adventures 

Northern Utah AIDS Coalition 

Shara Gooda and the Ben Lomond Cheerleader’s 

The Wheelin’ Wildcats 

Michelle Latta 

 

1st Bank 

Sam’s Club 

Bank of Utah 

Danville Development 

Nicki Michalak 

Chris Scott 

Daniel Gilfillan 

Nancy Johnson 
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Words, hands, hearts and song.  Four separate things but the combination of the four is the makings of something extraordinary.  Kevin Greever 

loves music.  He started learning to play piano at age 9.  Before he was age ten he received a spinal cord injury that left him paralyzed and 

using a wheelchair for mobility. Life had dramatically changed for Kevin.  As he adjusted to his disability he kept working on his music.  At age 

12 he started learning to play the clarinet.   Then at age 17 Kevin started singing.  Life with a disability can bring unique challenges and often 

one is faced with obstacles that feel beyond their capabilities.  Kevin feels that for him, his music is a means for strength to overcome these ob-

stacles.  òThere is a power in music.  It allows me to express myself, and draw closer to the things that really matter to me; my family and 

Heavenly Fatheró. 

Kevin was attending school at Colorado State University and started out studying business administration.  He didnõt exactly know what he wanted 

to study for sure but decided this was a place to start.  After his first semester he decided that he wanted to study music education.  He audi-

tioned for the program and was accepted, and there he studied under Dr. Charles Lawson. 

Life seemed to be going well for Kevin but at age 19 he was diagnosed with osteomyelitis (a bone disease) that after a time began to affect eve-

rything and fast became a serious threat.  Kevin had to drop out of school and move to Utah to take care of his health.  The disease progressed 

and became a major battle that nearly took his life.  Kevin spent the next two years living in hospitals and nursing homes.  This was an especial-

ly difficult time in Kevinõs life.  Despite the difficulties he was dealing with Kevin kept up with his music.  He started putting on piano and clari-

net recitals for the other residents in the nursing home and hospital.  Sharing his music kept him going and was one of the few things that 

brought happiness during this time.  Kevin started writing his own music.  He found he could bring joy to the lives of other residents through his 

music.  He observed that the elderly residents were not valued or honored the way they ought to be.  He felt that by playing his music for them 

was a way he could give back.   

Finally, at the end of 2006 the bone disease that had caused so many difficulties was resolved through surgery.  He stayed another year in Salt 

Lake recovering in nursing home.  From there he moved to Ogden but again was staying in a nursing home.  During this time he really got seri-

ous about composing music, and studied a lot.  He experienced many failures and some successes that would all contribute to a work that would 

eventually become Snow Fantasy.  Over time he would spend weeks working very hard on his music and then spend weeks away from it as he 

continued to recover.  Around this time Kevin got involved with Tri-County.  By early 2009 Kevin realized that he needed to make some changes 

in his life.  He knew he needed to get out of the nursing home and learn to live more independently.  He took a tour of Weber State University 

and while there he met Dr. Thomas Root, Director of bands at Weber State.  Dr. Root would become one of the most influential teachers Kevin 

has ever had.  During the summer Kevin worked as a counselor at a program for youth.  This became an amazing experience for him.  He 

learned a lot about himself and really enjoyed working with teenagers.  The next fall he enrolled in WSU and got involved in the institute pro-

gram.  There he made many friends which was amazing for him.  In the past he was busy recovering and dealing with his health so he hadnõt 

had many opportunities to find good friends.  Life was starting to pick up and move into a more positive direction.  All the while he continued 

his work on Snow Fantasy.  He crafted three musical themes that became the basis of his piece.  Kevin feels that through inspiration from God 

and support from his family it all came together.  He says he realized that his Heavenly Father had blessed him so much.   

Words, Hands, Hearts, and Song 
Spotlight on Kevin Greever 
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That same Fall Kevin moved out of the nursing home and began living on his own.  It was what he wanted but it was still a scary transition for 

him.  With Tri-Countyõs assistance the transition went smooth.  While working as a counselor at the summer program for youth Kevin had some 

experiences that changed him.  He had always struggled with confidence but that summer he started to become his own person.  He stopped 

trying to be like everyone else and decided to be confident and truly happy with who he is and what he was doing with his life.  Life had 

changed so much for the better as he continued to work on his music.  In December of 2010 Kevin finished Snow Fantasy.   The Weber State 

University Symphonic Band performed it and Kevin was able to conduct it.  This was an incredible opportunity!  Kevin was pleased with his work.  

He says it took some courage for him to initially show it to Dr. Root, but then he rallied his confidence and presented it. Kevin says that òDr. 

Root truly believes in his students.  Especially those who are willing to commit to hard workó. 

Recently the San Diego MARINE Band has expressed an interest in purchasing a copy of Snow Fantasy.  Kevin has also submitted the piece to the 

National Composers Guild contest and is looking to get it published. 

When asked about the incredible accomplishment of composing and conducting Snow Fantasy Kevin expresses an attitude of humility and grati-

tude. 

òItõs been an amazing journey.  None of this would have happened without the support and love of the most important people in my life includ-

ing my mother and father and sister Calleen.  As I conducted Snow fantasy last April, the music itself took a backseat to the love I felt as my 

family and friends shared this experience with me.  My testimony of Jesus Christ has grown through this experience and I have felt His infinite 

love.  He has carried me through the trials Iõve experienced and continues to do so and has blessed me in the process.  He wrote Snow Fantasy 

through me.  I will be forever grateful that I could be the means of sharing His blessings with othersó. 

Weber State University Presents  

W.S.U. Symphonic Band in Concert   

Tuesday, November 8, 2011, at 7:30 p.m.  

WSU Val A. Browning Center for the Performing Arts Austad Auditorium  

{bh² C!b¢!{¸ 
Written and conducted by Kevin Greever 

Tickets are $5 at the door 

Free tickets also available through Tri-County 

RSVP for rides by Friday, November 4th at 12:00 

Continued from page 6 


